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CHAPTEE II.

THE RELATION BETWEEN THE OEGANS OF SPEECH AND
THE FORMATION OF SOUND.

UNUSUAL FORMS OF THE BESPIRATORY MECHANISM.

THE most important condition for perfect and normal
speech is a perfect and undisturbed action of the respi-
ratory mechanism; that is to say, a quick inspiration
should follow, with the greatest possible regularity, a long
easy expiration. It seems right, therefore, to devote a
few words to those disturbances of the respiratory
mechanism, which either destroy perfect speech or
render the exercise of it impossible for the time. We
cannot, of course, here allude to those disturbances
which owe their existence to serious diseases, such as
heart-complaint, hydro-thorax, etc., but can only
mention those which appear as passing disturbances of
an otherwise perfect respiratory mechanism. Since,
therefore, in these cases, the condition of the mechanical
apparatus is perfect, they will only be considered in
connection with the form and manner in which it is
employed. The employment of the respiratory apparatus
is, however, synonymous with the application of its
proper muscular activity. But since the irritation of
muscles must always proceed from their motor-nerves,
it follows that all these disturbances must be referred to
unusual or abnormal excitation of the nerves then in